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ABSTRACT 

A State Curiosity Scale (SCS) was developed to be a 
self-reporting measure of a student’s level of specific epistemic 
curiosity aroused by learning materials. The state of epistemic 
curiosity was conceptualized as a transitory emotional or 
motivational condition of the student, the arousal level of which was 
expected to vary across time, both with the nature of the specific 
learning task and the student’s personality characteristics. A high 
curiosity state level has been found to overcome a high anxiety level 
and thus to improve the conditions for learning. In order to assess 
the reliability and validity of the SCS two empirical studies were 
conducted with undergraduate students. The results of these studies, 
along with other supporting evidence indicated that the SCS was 
potentially a valid measure of state curiosity. (JY) 
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Tech Memo Series 



The FSU-CAI Center Tech Memo Series is intended 
to provide communication to other colleagues and interested 
professionals who are actively utilizing computers' in their 
research. The rationale for the Tech Memo Series is three- 
fold. First, pilot studies that show great promise and will 
eventuate in research reports can be given a quick distribu- 
tion. Secondly, speeches given at professional meetings can 
be distributed for broad review and reaction. Third, the 
Tech Memo Series provides for distribution of p re -publication 
copies of research and implementation studies that after 
proper technical review will ultimately be found in profes- 
sional journals. 

In terms of substance, these reports will be concise, 
descriptive, and exploratory in nature. While cast within a 
CAI research model, a number of the reports will deal with 
technical implementation topics related to computers and 
their language or operating systems. Thus, we here at FSU 
trust this Tech Memo Series will serve a useful service and 
communication for other workers in the area of computers 
and education. Any comments to the authors can be forwarded 
via the Florida State University CAI Center. 



Duncan N. Hansen 

Director 

CAI Center 
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